
IMPORTANT OFFICE CHANGES FOR ST. JOAN OF ARC AND ST. ANDREW the APOSTLE PARISHES: 

THEIR PARISH OFFICES WILL BE CONSOLIDATED AT THE JOAN OF ARC CAMPUS 

 Carrie Martinez and Lynn Schneider both served us at St. Andrew parish for a long time.  We 

congratulate Carrie upon taking a position at the Diocese of Gary Pastoral Center, while Lynn is taking a 

well-deserved retirement.   Prayerful best wishes to our friends. 

 St. Andrew Parish is going through some important financial shortfalls connected with the 

Covid-19 prevention shut downs.  When you look at the parish’s financial report, you may think we are 

meeting our expenses.  However, if we had not been able to participate in the Payroll Protection 

Program, the government’s enforced shutdowns cost us so much money that we would have run an 

over $12,000 deficit.  Your pastor thinks that the St. Andrew’s parishioners are fine stewards who are 

well supporting the parish.  Keeping up our campus is presenting us with some challenges against the 

declining number of parishioners.  St. Joan of Arc, well as St. Peter and Paul, also have to carefully watch 

their expenses in the same environment as St. Andrew parish.  Your pastor wants to defend the 

positions of people who have invested their time and opportunities for our parishes.  I cannot hire a 

person if I cannot promise that the position will be secure.  Fortunately, there is a solution we should 

try. 

 Nancy Maretich is the secretary of Joan of Arc, a parish with about 60 percent of the Mass 

attending population as St. Andrew.  I have felt for some time that the requests people bring to the 

parish offices could be combined in one place.  I had wondered if Nancy could spend two days at one 

parish and two at another.  Nancy argued against that idea saying it would be annoying for people to 

come to an office only to find it closed.  Rather than asking everyone to recall a revolving schedule, she 

made the better point that everyone will be better served by having one office site, and the St. Joan of 

Arc office is but seven minutes away from the present St. Andrew location. 

   Both parishes will have separate bank accounts, Mass Intention books, sacramental records, and 

other such things which will preclude any confusion or mixture of resources.  You all know that I have 

had the preservation of the distinct identities of our parishes as my usual pastoral stance.  There are 

some things we share, like an open invitation for all of us to attend Adult Formation programs and hold 

a common Religious Formation program for the small number of school-aged parishioners.  Such distinct 

parish identities are still serving us well.  St. Andrew parish does not pay any part of your pastor’s salary, 

but it does pay the costs for visiting priests, which makes our Mass schedules possible.  By sharing the 

cost of a full time secretary both Joan of Arc and St. Andrew parishes will be extending each parish’s life. 

 On Tuesday, 1 September, the office at St. Joan of Arc Church will begin serving St. Andrew 

parish as well, from 9:00 a.m. through 4:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday.  If you call St. Andrew’s 

phone number, you will only get the Mass and confession schedule with no possibility of leaving a 

message.  The St. Andrew office at Joan of Arc has 219 769-1973 as its phone number.   

             For emergencies and the best way to reach Father Meade is to call him at 219 980-2693 as you 

do now, which is Ss. Peter and Paul’s phone number. 



 We all can see that our parish’s base is Senior citizens, and we cannot live forever.  We have to 

face life as we can rather than as we might prefer to have remembered the past, a past which 

unfortunately shows no signs of returning.  But we can cooperate together in making a future which will 

well serve us all.    


