
         July 10, 2021 
 
My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
As you know, earlier this year I commissioned a steering committee to work with clergy and lay leaders 
from the five Catholic parishes in Merrillville to assess the current landscape and develop 
recommendations for the future.  Each parish possesses unique strengths and strongly-committed 
parishioners and clergy.   
 
An analysis of data revealed a multi-year downward trend in key metrics, including Mass attendance, 
parish registrations, and participation in the sacraments, as well as a decrease in ministry.  The group 
considered and evaluated several parish models, leading to a recommendation to unify the Merrillville 
Catholic Community.  The steering committee determined that a shared vision is necessary to best support 
the spiritual needs of our faithful and maximize collective talents and resources.  Copies of the group’s 
recommendation, along with supporting documentation, is available at each parish.  I am deeply grateful 
to everyone who participated in this process. 
 
After prayerful reflection and consultation, I am accepting the recommendation to transition to a one-
parish model with a Catholic school that will provide for the spiritual, sacramental, and pastoral needs of 
Catholics in the Merrillville area.  The newly formed parish will be supported by two priests and will include 
an additional worship site.  The main worship site for this consolidated parish will be Our Lady of 
Consolation Church and the auxiliary worship site will be St. Andrew the Apostle Church, providing a 
strong Catholic presence north and south of US 30.  I envision complete implementation of this transition 
to take place over the next few years, occurring in phases.  An outline of this process is attached. 
 
I recognize this announcement will affect people differently.  Some people may experience feelings of loss 
and anger.  Other people may see this model as a new beginning, creating opportunities for growth and 
vitality for the Catholic presence in Merrillville.  Your early and intentional engagement will be key to the 
success of this process, ensuring that all voices are heard, and desired results are achieved. 
 
Please know that I am committed to walking with you in this process. We are all seeking the Lord’s 
guidance, wisdom, and strength so that the Catholic Church in Merrillville will always be a vibrant, caring, 
and disciple-driven community.  You can be confident of my abiding prayers for all the members of the 
parishes in Merrillville during this time of transition. 
     

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

       
Most Reverend Robert J. McClory 
Bishop of the Diocese of Gary 
 
 

 



Proposed Outline of the Transition Process  
for the Parishes in Merrillville, Indiana 

 
Outcome:  The transition to a one-parish model with a Catholic school that will provide for the 
spiritual, sacramental, and pastoral needs of Catholics in the Merrillville area. The main worship 
site for this consolidated parish will be Our Lady of Consolation Catholic Church and the 
auxiliary worship site will be St. Andrew the Apostle Church. 
 
2021: 

• Bishop McClory will appoint a new Pastor for St. Andrew the Apostle Parish to lead the 

transition process and collaborate with Catholics in Merrillville for spiritual, sacramental, 

and pastoral care and to support Aquinas Catholic School.  He will also be assigned as 

administrator of Ss. Peter and Paul Parish and St. Joan of Arc Parish. 

 

• St. Joan of Arc Church will become a ministry center, providing appropriate space for 

ongoing ministry.  

 

• After completing the required canonical processes, Ss. Peter and Paul Parish will be 

suppressed.  

 

2022 and following: 

 

•  The Pastor of St. Andrew the Apostle Parish will become the Pastor of Our Lady of 

Consolation Parish, leading to the eventual merger of these parishes.  To provide 

needed assistance, Bishop McClory will assign an Associate Pastor to serve in 

Merrillville.  

 

• Our Lady of Consolation Parish will be the principal site for ministry.  At an appropriate 

time, the St. Joan of Arc campus will discontinue being used.  

 

• When Fr. Maginot is no longer able to serve as administrator at St. Stephen, Martyr 

Parish, the parish will be suppressed, and the community will be merged into the parish 

community at Our Lady of Consolation Parish and St. Andrew the Apostle Church.  In 

anticipation of this eventuality, St. Stephen, Martyr Parish will be asked to begin 

collaborating with the other Merrillville parishes.  Timing factors to consider will be the 

possible reassignment, health status, and/or senior status of the administrator. 

 
 
 
 


